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	Contact information
For all queries, please contact the Research Development International team via 
rd-international@bristol.ac.uk





[bookmark: _Toc216681319]Call details

[bookmark: _Toc216681320]Overview
The Research Development International Collaboration Awards (RDICA) are designed to catalyse, support and advance collaborative research development between University of Bristol (UoB) academics and colleagues from around the world, resulting in collaborative research funding bids. Applicants must demonstrate clear and explicit plans to work on eligible bids during the award period. Additional outputs can include policy briefings and/or international co-authored publications. The awards should be viewed as part of the first phase of funding that will enable longer-term research collaborations between UoB and international collaborators.

	[bookmark: _Hlk214978225][bookmark: _Hlk30492587]What types of activities are eligible under RDICA?
Supported activities can include:
· international visits for co-production of research bids
· collaborative workshops/writing retreats to develop and inform bid development
RDICA does not fund:
· costs associated with conference attendance
· sustained research itself
· activities solely or primarily focused on publications and outcomes other than research funding bids



[bookmark: _Toc216681321]The funding opportunity
Scope
This scheme is for short visits or similar activities designed to catalyse and develop specific research outcomes (primarily joint funding bids) which are in line with UoB’s strategic research interests. Activities can be in-person or hybrid, bringing together UoB and international academics to develop collaborative research endeavours. Visits and/or associated activities funded through this scheme would normally last from a few days up to a week and may involve individuals or groups, with engagement with the wider university communities being strongly encouraged. Activities should be interactive and involve two-/multi-way knowledge exchange, rather than dissemination events.

Team structure
All proposals must have a UoB Lead, who will be the budget holder, and an International Co-Applicant who will co-produce and co-deliver the proposed activities and associated outcomes and outputs. Additional collaborators are permitted where they add value. 

Funding 
Applications should normally be in the region of £2-3k, however, exceptionally up to £4k is available per award where the value for money can be justified. For applications with an International Co-Applicant from a Low- or Middle-Income Country (LMIC) we will exceptionally make up to £5k available per award.  

Applicants must refer to the Applications and Costings Guidance document on the call webpage for information and requirements regarding permitted costs.

[bookmark: _Toc216681322]Deadline
Applications will generally be reviewed on a quarterly basis, subject to funds being available. The next confirmed deadline for applications is 1st February 2026 for activities taking place in the 2025-26 UoB academic year. Late applications will not be accepted and will instead be carried forward to the next confirmed funding round, if the date of the planned activities permits.

	[bookmark: _Hlk214979508]When must activities and spend take place?
All funded activities and related spend for applications to the February 2026 deadline must take place between 1st May 2026 and 31st July 2026, with no exceptions.
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[bookmark: _Toc216681324]University of Bristol Lead Applicant
UoB Lead Applicants will be the award’s official Principal Investigator (PI) and are responsible and accountable for all activities and spend under the award. 

UoB Lead Applicants:
· can be based in any school, department, or faculty, and can be on any academic pathway (i.e. Pathway 1, 2 or 3);
· must be officially registered as an academic researcher at UoB for the full duration of the proposed activities; and
· can be at any professional academic career stage; however, they need to be able to demonstrate the capacity, knowledge, and experience to deliver a collaborative international research activity which meets the requirements of the scheme. In particular, PIs must be eligible to apply for and lead significant external research funding bids that will lead to sustained international collaboration. 
PhD students are not eligible to lead awards funded through this scheme.

UoB Lead Applicants are permitted to submit a maximum of two applications per academic year, and only one to each deadline. Unsuccessful bids cannot be resubmitted, unless specifically invited to do so by the panel. UoB applicants who have failed to meet the terms of any previous awards through Research Development International (RDI), including reporting requirements, will not be eligible for funding.

[bookmark: _Toc216681325]International Co-Applicant
All awards must have one named International Co-Applicant, who can be from any country outside of the United Kingdom and have any disciplinary focus. These would often be academics from international universities; however, this scheme is also open to applications with international partners from other sectors provided that their organisation has demonstrable capacity to deliver the types of outputs required for this scheme. Such partners must be eligible to contribute significantly to the delivery of successful collaborative research project funding bids.

[bookmark: _Toc216681326]Additional collaborators
Applicants are welcome to include any other academic or non-academic participants who can add value to the activities. These can be from any country, with international participation particularly encouraged. Please note that costs associated with academics from other UK universities and eligible UK organisations cannot be funded through this scheme as we would expect their own institution to fund their participation.

[bookmark: _Toc216681327]Required outcomes
In order to be eligible for this scheme, applicants must demonstrate clear and explicit plans for collaborative research funding bids which include research income for UoB. Other outputs, including policy briefings, and/or international co-authored publications are also encouraged. 

The Panel will look favourably upon applications with more than one planned external research funding bid. Applicants are encouraged to consider contingency plans for alternative external funding sources in case their primary target for external funding is unsuccessful.

	What counts as a collaborative research funding bid?
Examples of eligible funding schemes include:
· Research funding schemes focused on international collaboration, for example:
· AHRC-DFG Research Grants
· AHRC/ESRC/MRC responsive mode grants with international co-leads
· UKRI bilateral calls on a particular topic, e.g. EPSRC Japan-UK joint call for collaborations in advancing human-centred AI
· Pillar 2 of the EU's Horizon Europe programme
· ERC grants where a clear explanation of how the international collaboration will be integrated into the grant and how this will add value is provided
Examples of ineligible funding schemes include:
· Individual fellowships, e.g. the Royal Society Newton International Fellowships / British Academy International Fellowships
· Other internal UoB funding schemes
· Innovation funding, e.g. Innovate UK funding
· Industry funding 
· Commercial tendering 
· Gifts from trusts or endowments or individual prizes
· Overseas funding which isn’t received by UoB
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How to apply

[bookmark: _Toc216681329]Application process
1. Identify an opportunity for research collaboration between a UoB Academic Lead and a suitable International Co-Applicant, with other collaborators/contributors where appropriate.
2. Familiarise yourself with this document and the Application and Costings Guidance document before commencing your application, paying particular attention to the eligibility and assessment criteria, and conditions of award. 
3. Download the application form, available on the call webpage. The UoB Lead and their International Co-Applicant should work together to complete the application form. 
4. The UoB Lead must consult with their Faculty Finance Costing Specialist to confirm whether or not a Worktribe project is required for their award, and create one if it is. 
5. The UoB Lead must complete and submit the Research Compliance Triage Checklist to the Research Compliance Team before they submit their application.
6. The UoB Lead must submit the completed application form to their Head of School (HoS) for approval in good time before the deadline. The HoS’s typed signature can be accepted if an email trail with their approval is provided. We recommend that applicants notify their HoS of their intention to submit in advance.
7. The UoB Lead must submit a copy of the completed application form, with HoS sign-off, via email to rd-international@bristol.ac.uk. 

[bookmark: _Toc216681330]Assessment process
1. RDI will conduct office checks on all applications received prior to the deadline.
2. Applications will then be reviewed individually by panel members from the RDI team.
3. A panel review meeting will take place around four to six weeks after the deadline (this may be pushed back if there is a high number of applications).
4. Applicants will be notified of the outcome of the panel review meeting, along with any requests for further information and information on next steps.
5. 

[bookmark: _Toc216681331]Assessment criteria 
Applications will be reviewed against the following criteria:
· Is the primary aim of the RDICA award to work on a joint research funding bid as part of the development of an international research collaboration?
· Is there a clear rationale for this collaboration? Are there clear synergies between the applicants, with strong potential for developing a meaningful and mutually beneficial collaboration? 
· Do the proposed activities serve UoB’s strategic interests?
· Is there clear evidence that the applicants can effectively deliver the proposed plans? Is there a strong likelihood of one or more successful joint research funding bids?
· Is there convincing evidence of the sustainability and legacy of the collaboration beyond this investment, with potential long-term benefits for UoB and the International Co-Applicant’s institution?
· Are the cited costs reasonable and appropriate for the proposed activity/activities and their intended outcomes, offering good value for money?
· Is there demonstrable buy-in from the Collaborator’s institution, evidenced through financial and/or in-kind contributions?
· Will the proposed activity/activities attract further external engagement, such as engagement from policy and practice, the media, and/or other sectors?

Applications will be scored against a six-point scale:
	Assessment 
	Score  

	An excellent application which meets all criteria.
	6 

	A strong application which meets the criteria.
	5 

	A good application which generally addresses the criteria well.
	4 

	A reasonable application which addresses most of the criteria.
	3 

	A poor application which has some merit.
	2 

	A weak/ineligible application which does not meet the criteria.
	1 
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